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HE materials upon which the fol- 
lowing Pamphlet is formed, were 
derived from the beſt and moſt in- 
conteſtible authorities. The Author had 
acceſs to original papers, accurate eſti- 


mates, and authentic diſpatches. He has 


alſo availed himſelf of the records of both 
Houſes of Parliament; and he has made it 
his buſineſs to examine, with attention, 
ſuch printed tracts as might contribute to 
throw any light on the ſubject. Upon the 
whole, more labour and time have been 
em on this ſhort diſquiſition, than 
are generally beſtowed upon fugitive Pu- 
blications of the ſame kind. The defign of 
the Writer has been to extricate the conteſt 
now ſubſiſting between Great Britain and 
her Colonies, from the errors of the i 
rant, and the mi tations of 
ing men. As he has rigidly adhered to 
truth throughout, and to ſuch arguments 
as naturally ariſe from undoubted facts, he 
hopes He has attained his object. 
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AN 


ANSWER. 


TO THE 
DECLARATION 


OF THE: 


GENERAL CONGRESS. 


HEN independent ſtates take up arms, they 
endeavour to impreſs the world with a, fa- 
opinion of their own cauſe, and to lay the 


of mankind are invariably « to 

Their affertions are heard diſtruſt, their argu- 
ments weighed with caution; and, ID TY02 
neceſſary for THEM to adhere to truth, i nm 


ths . 


lee oo 
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of government i 
cy is more univerſally admitted, than that a fupreme 
| and uncontroulable power muſt exiſt ſome w bene in 


itiſh empire it is veſted, where it is moſt fafe, in 
— be ache Lag tere —— 
. —— §— po 
in fact, the State itſelf. The Americans ftill own 


*. Vide Appendix. 
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avidity by the Americans, That 
Power cannot take from any one any 
without his conſent ;” _ 
Repreſentation is inſeparable from 
Taxation. The coloniſts, ſay they, have no repreſen- 
tatives in Parliament, and therefore Parliament has no 
right to tax the coloniſts. Upon this principle, ſcarce 
one in twenty-fave of the people of Great Britain is 
repreſented. Out of more than ſeven millions, fewer 
than three hundred thouſand have an excluſive right 
to chuſe Members of Parliament; and, therefore, 
more than three times the number of the Americans 
have an eq 


tion in any State. The Romans were a free na- 

tion; yet the Senate, that is, the great body of the 

Nobility, poſſeſſed the ſole right of taxing the peo- 

ple. In this kingdom, the Houle of Commons have 

an exclufive right of modifying and regulating the 
| 2 


2" 3 mu 
ſupplies, and the manner of lay. 


quantity of ic 
ing taxes : the Commons, by their own auths. 
rity, cannot enforce the raiſing the ſupplies 
vote. That privilege is inherent in the ſupreme 
unaccountable power veſted in the three branches & 
the Legiſlature united; who are in fact the State, 

the virtual R wes of the whole Empire, 
ob Individuals. 
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icans, conſidered their being 
having repreſentatives in an aſſembly by which they 
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country, were they 
without ber aſhſtance? Was it not to 


mericans, that Great Britain involyed herſelf in the 
laſt expenſive war? Did not thoſe very . United 


'« Provinces,” who now pretend to ſet the power 


of this kingdom at defiance, lay themſelves in the 
duſt at her feet, to claim her aid ad protection a- 
inſt a $1NGLE Colony? Did they not complain in 


ployed in defence of the Colonies, advance more 
than Oxs MiLLiox to pay THEIR own native 
forces employed in. THEIR own cauſe *f *», /. 
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[15] 
and ſupport this igal ch 
is parent, to feed on huſks, with the 
the deſart? Has ſhe not (to ſum up 


the whole in one point of view) uniformly pro- 
tected the Colonies in wat, encouraged their pro- 
duce with bounties in time of peace , entered into 
all their quarrels with their neighbours, made their 
enemies her own; and, for their fake, has the not, in 
ſome degree, ſubjected herſelf to an annual tribute 


very ſeeds of future conteſts in America; and 
giving the Colonies unlimited ſecurity from A- 
procure for them that proſperity at Hou 
them, like to raife 


} An Account of Bounties on American Commodities. 
Bounty on Indico from 1749 to 1773 paid 
dy Great Britain, . ; 0 
Bounty on Hemp and Flax paid under the 

ARt of 4 Geb. III. ch. 26. from 1766 to 


. SPL. 5,560, 8 7 37 


America, purſuant to the AQt of the 3d of 


Anne, from 1706 to 1729, 430,178 4 6 
Under the Act of 2d Geo. II. from 1729 to | 
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17 J 
miſſions from foreign ſtates; that as the ſureſt teſt. 
of the flourithing condition of commerce, the courſe 
of exchange, to the amount of ſeveral per cents. 1s 
univerſally in favour of Great Britain; and that, ks 
the ultimate and invincible proof of the public pro- 
ſperity, the confidence of the pedple in the meaſures 
of Government, and their contempt for the rebelli- 
ous efforts of the refractory Colonies, the national 
Stocks ſuffer neither fluctuation nor fall in the price. 
Having repreſented the pretended ruin brought 
upon the Britiſh Empire by the late Peace, the Con- 
deſcend to the fictitious gri of Amert- 
ca ſince the fame period. afhem, that the. 
« Colonies were judged to be in ſuch a ſtate as to 
« preſent victories without bloodthed, and all the 
« eaſy emoluments of ſtatuteable plunder.” Ibis fi- 
gure of chetoric, if it has any meaning, con one 
to the truth. e in- 
ed ſuch am̃aaing advantages by a Peace, whi | 
now reprobate, —＋ — juſt and — . 
Me. Grenville, then at the head of the Treaſury, 
that they ſhould bear a proportionable ſhare of the 
national burdens incurred by the war. But as their 
rior inability to bear internal Taxes had precluded 
im from having 


tions of railing a revenue in America 
by a Stamp-duty, ſimilar to that eſtabliſhed in Great 
Britain; referring the conſideration of the whole aſ- 
fair to the next Seſhon. His object was, to give time 
to the Colonies to ſome other mode of Tax - 
ation, ſhould that ſuggeſted to Parliament appear 
either im or burdenſome. During the whole 
of the ſummer 1764, though ſome diſcontented ſpi- 
tits murmured, not a ſingle doubt was ſtarted a- 
guinſt the 4BSOLUTE RIGHT of Parliament to im- 
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and its conſequent misfortunes, 
motley Junto who formed 


reat 


the | 
1765 and beginni 
k1T of taking the 
rica, which ſucceeded the 
It was in the Aﬀembly — 
firſt Reſolutĩons were voted againſt the authority of 
Parliament, in the firſt Seſſion, after intelligence of 
the Act was received. ing was 


of TWO VOTES; 
certainly rejected 
of forty of the old 


q i 
rr eee 
in Parliament, were, by a ſtrange revolution in poli- 
ties, received into favour, and raifed to office; and 
that Mr. Pitt, then at variance with his wife's rela- 
tions, was reſolved to oppoſe their FavourIT 

deriv- 
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manner, 
this 


ing even the hob-nail of a horſe-ſhoe?? 
to aſk the Orator, how ths 


could, whether it is leſs arbitrary, than to demand 
an internal tax from the Americans, for the ſupport 
of their own ment, and even for the general 


torical figure of the great Orator, when they were 
tempted to date PUBLIC RUIN, from his refigna» 
tion in 2761. They have alto forgot, or they do u 
chuſe to remember, that he acquieſced in the 56. 


CLARATORY BILL, brought in and paſſed by the 


GPS. ua eee ro gon weo. 
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ͤ— 21 J 
of the N 85 
in the beginning of the year 1766. This Bill ex- 
preſsly es, © : jeſty's Colonies 
« and Plantations in America have been, are, and 


a of right ought to be, ſubordinate to and depend- 


u ent upon the Imperial Crown and PaRLIAMENT 
« of GxEeaT BrITAIN; who have full and 
« authority to make laws and ſtatutes of ſufficient 
« yalidity to bind the Colonies and People of Ame- 
« rica, ſubjects of the Crown of Great Britain, in 
« all caſes whatſoever.” 

Mr. Pi to preſerve ſome degree 
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2 1 
ſpeaks with raptures of “ that illuſtrious Band of 
« diſtinguiſhed Peers and Commoners,” who now 
declaim, argue, and proteſt, in favour of their own 
Rebellion. It has appeared that the Act of which 
they moſt complain, was the Manufacture of that 
very * illuſtrious Band,” encou by the nega- 
tive oppoſition made by the Earl of Chatham, whoſe 
advice the Band followed, as it ſoon after appeared, 
to their own political deſtruction. Beſides, was it 
not under the Adminiſtration of the Earl of Chat. 
ham, in the years 1767 and 1768, though the A. 
mericans date their misfortunes from the 
tion of Mr. Pit in October 1761, that the Bills im- 

ng internal duties, and conſequently eſtabliſh. 
ing internal Taxation in America, were paſſed in- 
to laws“? Did not the preſent Adminiſtration, 
whoſe Meaſures the Congreſs affect to 


throughout, repeal all thoſe Acts, except 


the duy 
on Tea f, to gratify the prejudices of the Ameri 


cans, and, if poſſible, to re-eſtabliſh tranquillity in 
all the Provinces? With what colour of reaſon, 
therefore, can the Americans lay the blame, either 
of their real or pretended grievances, on the Noble- 
men and Gentlemen now in office; ny _ 
of the conduct of thoſe very perſons who pailed 
Declaratory Act, and followed it with Bills of lm» 
poſts raiſed in the Colonies ? 

In reprobating the Declaratory Act, the 
recur to their uſual maxim, That Taxation and Re- 
ſentation ate inſeparable. Though it has been 
already ſhewn, that they are as much repreſented 
as twenty-four in twenty-five of the inhabitants of 
Great-Britain; though it has been proved, that 
whole Provinces, not repreſented, had been for ſe - 


* Geo. III. Ch. 46. 4 10 Geo. HI. 
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veral ages ſubjected to Impoſts laid by the Legiſla- 
ture; though it ſhall, hereafter, appear that they 
themſelves have been uniformly taxed by the Bri- 
tiſh Parliament; this argument they hold forth as 
invincible, and found upon it their preſent reſiſt- 
ance to the ſupremacy of the Parent Kingdom. In 
purſuing it injudiciouſly, and tco far, they actually 
diſcover the expediency, and even neceſſity, of that 
ſupremacy, of which they ſo loudly complain. 'The 
Parliament of Great Britain, ſay they, will certain- 
ly perceive, that an American revenue, if not di- 
« yerted from the oſtenſible purpoles for which it 
« js raiſed, will actually lighten their own burdens, 
in proportion as they increaſe ours.” But is it 
not equitable, is it not juſt, is it not neceſlary, that 
all the ſubjects of the Empire ſhould bear, as equal- 
Jy as poſſible, the public burdens of the Empire? 

hy ſhould the Americans, who have fo largely, ſo 
uniformly, and fo effeCtually experienced the pro- 
tection ot Government, be the only perſons exempt- 
ed from paying their ſhare of its expences? Is it 
either —— or ſuitable to the common uſage 


olf Nations, that thoſe who deſert their country, 


ſhould enjoy greater privileges than thoſe that re- 
main? "The Americans having been ſpared during 
the infancy of their Colonies, on account of their 
poverty, endeavour to eſtabliſh into an inherent right 
what was actually an indulgence. 

Though this indulgence has been a ſource of er- 
ror to the more 1 t part of the Americans, 
there are ſurely many among them who know, that 
Parliament hath been uniformly accuſtomed to ex- 
tend its ſupremacy over all the Colonies. In mat- 
ters of revenue, in commerce, in civil, in all judi- 
cal regulations; and, in ſhort, with regard to the 
general conſtitution 1 the Pro- 

2 * 


[ 24 J 
vinces of North America, till taught otherwiſe 
2 difappointed FacE..on in this Kingdom, al 
that the whole — 7 rw ity might be new. 
modelled and reformed by the ſuperintending power 
of Parliament. In fact, it has been ſo new-models 
led, and reformed whenever abuſes in the Adminj- 
ſtration of their Government, under their civil poli» 
125 or the general intereſt of the Britiſh Empire, made 


for Parliament to —_—_— its authority, 


the Americans falſely infinuate, that it was in 
ſent reign . 


„ : 


ſyſtem of 
meaſures to principles of 'Toryiſm, which, 


ug 
_ dug 


William ( (perceiving that the Colo» 
had entertained views of placing 


of independence on par- 
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CW 3 
thorough dependence on the Legiſlature of this 
Kingdom. 
ae given by a WIG 
Miniſtry to a King who had mounted the throne 
upon M N principles; and alſo upon the fulleſt 
evidence ot the frauds and abuſes committed in the 
Plantations, in violation of the Act of Navigation; 
the A of the th and 8th of William III. “ for 
« ting frauds, and regulating abuſes, in the 
6 ions, was paſſed. By that Ad, a 
was given to the Commiſhoners of the Treaſi 
and Cuſtoms in England, to eſtabliſh ports, 
« appoint officers in the Plantations: and thoſe of- 
« ficers to have the ſame authority for viſiting ſhips 
« and goods, and n_—_ and warehoufes, 
« 2s was exereiſed by the officers in England.” 
All penalties and forfeitures were made recover- 
able in the Courts at Weſtminſter, or in Courts of 
Admiralty in the Plantations; which Courts were 
then, for the firff time, eſtabliſhed throughout all 
America. In any action or ſuit concerning his 
Majetty's duties, the offence might be laid in any 
preci & or divifon of the Plantations, where the 
fame ſhould be alledged to have been committed, at 
8 or Informer. — — 
e-lavs, uſages and cuſtoms, repugnant to . 
of Great Britain which — — 
mention the ſame, are declared * j null, and 
« void.” Many other reſtrictions, too tedious to be 
mentioned, were at the ſame time enacted and im- 
But it was not in matters of trade onLY, that 
Parliament, ducing the reign of King William, fu- 
perintended and cont the Colonies. The Co- 
loniſts, it was found, had encouraged pirates in va- 
rious places; and no juſtice could be obtained in 


[ 26 J 
THEIR Courts againſt offenders, whom 
ly abetted. To meds this ſhameful aba > 
markable Act was in the 11th and rath of 
William II. This Ac aboliſhed all juriſdiftiog 
in, that caſe, in the courts in the Plantations. The 
SOLE power of trying ſuch offences, in the Cale. 
nies, was veſted in \ Jawa ” anon appointed un» 
der the-Great Seal of England, r 2 Ad- 
miralty, according to the courſe of the Admi 
re 
were alſo impowered to iſſue warrants, in any of 
the Colonies, for arreſting ſuch pirates or their ac 
ceſſaries. They might, at diſcretion, either try the 
criminals in America, or ſend them to England to 
be tried. Should the Governors of any Charter or 
Propri Government refuie to aſſiſt the Com- 
mi s; ſhould any on in authority, in the 
Colonies, refuſe to pay obedience to the Act 


refuſal, in either caſe, was declared to be a foalew 


ture of the Charter. | 
An AQ paſſed in the 1toth and 11th year of the 
fame reign, confines the advantage of the Fiſhery 
of Newfoundland to Britiſh ſhips fitted out from 
Great Britain. Is quenution ike EE 
tions reſpectin that Fiſhery, Was placed in 
— of the Admirals, in the reſpective harbours; 
that is to ſay, in the hands of the Maſter of the ſhip 
that ſhould firſt arrive from Great Britain. 'The dec» 
fon in all queſtions of civil ſuit is veſted in ſuch Ad- 
mirals, with appeal to the Commander of the King's 
{hips. All criminal offences are to be tried, in any 
County of England, by the King's Commilhoners 
of Oyer and Terminer and Goal delivery. | 
The opinions of this Nation concerning the Go 
vernment of the Colonies, may be collected from 
the above Acts. The authority of Parliament u 
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bind America, in all caſes whatſoever, and whenever 
the general intereſt of the whole Empire required it, 
was never diſputed; and it was often exerted to cor - 
rect abuſes, and to ſuppreſs the ideas of 1 

dence, which began, even then, to be cheriſhed by 
the Colonies. The fame principles and the ſame po- 
licy, were carried down by Parliament through the 
three ſucceeding reigns of Queen Anne, and of 
George I. and George II. 

Early in the firſt f thoſe reigns, the A 
buſes were cominitted by the petty Legiſlatures in 
the Colonies, with reſpect to Coin. interpo- 
fition of Parliament became neceſſary to correct 
thole abuſes. An Act was paſled in the 6th of 

Anne, for that — Wh the A 
ot that Princeſs were guided by Whi y this 
Act the rates of foreign coin, in the Proving, 
were aſcertained; and a ſevere puniſhment was in- 
flifted on thoſe who ſhould take them at higher 


rates. 'The American Trade ON 
reign under further reſtrictions, Act of Parlia- 
ment. Rice and Molaſſes were added to the liſt of 
enumerated commodities. In the reig:. of I. 
Furs and Copper-ore of the Plantations were ſub- 
jected to the fame reſtrictions. , 

The Britiſh Parliament confined not to Acts 
their ſenſe of the undoubted right they poſſeſſed 
of controuling the Colonies, in all caſes whatſoever. 
In the Journals of both Houſes, there are 
Proceedings which furniſh proots of their undevi- 
ating adherence to the fame principles. In the year 
1702, - _ was brought into the Houſe of Com- 
mons, for aboliſhing all the Charter and Proprietary 
Governments in America, and reuniting them to 
the Crown. In 1705, the Houſe of Lords came to 
levetal reſolutions on the ſubject of laws enacted in 


«© © * 
ſeveral of thoſe Governments. They deplared tba 
laws to be repugnant to the laws of England, and 
deſtructive ro the Conſtitution. This 


opriety. I loſt th change i 
Cn: theſe, cho teen net en 
That the opinion of the Legiſlature continued the 
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« ment; it was reſolved, © That the paiſfing ſuch 
« cenfure was an aUDACIOUS PROCEEDING, and 
* z high violation of the privileges of the Houſe.” 
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——_— 
uds committed awakened 
again the attention of Parliament. - In the 24. 
George Il. an Act was © to | 
6« reſtrain -paper-bills of Credit in the Four New 
« England Governments.” The Governors of thai 
Colonies were prohibited, under pain of being i 
moved from their Governments, and for ever mth» 
dered incapable of any public ofhce or of tru 


from aſſenting to any Act, Order, or Vote, far the 
ilue of any paper-bills of Credit; and all fuck a 
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or Votes, were declared to be, iſo facto, 


Orders, 
null and 
a LanD- 
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jeſty's teien 

in America to 'Taxes impoſed by the Britiſh Pula 
ment, ſeveral others may be added. The Act of the 
of Queen Anne, -for eſtabliſhing a poſt-aſſea 


Their authority was never diſputed; and the Taxes 
impoſed by them bave been uniformly raiſed. The 
Act of the 2d of Geo. II. cap. 7. is ſtill more eng 
and decifive in the words. It requires the pa 
of the Duties for Greenwich Hoſpital, © by ſeamen 
« belong! wth Yo ſhips, — 
0. the hi or in an 
.«c I within a v of the Comics.” 5 
It appears from this detail of facts, that the right 
of Parliament to bind the Colonies, in all cafes 
whatſoever, is not a claim founded on mere 
on the contrary, that the controuling power of the 
Legiſlature js warranted by conſtant uſage, and u- 
interrupted practice. That the Declaratory Act, of 
which the Americans complain, contains no new, 
no aſſumed powers over the Plantations; and that 
there is ſcarce any channel of Legiſlation, through 
which the Britiſh Parliament has noT exerted un 
ſupremacy, in as full and ample a manner as it has 


deen exerted over the inhabitants of Great Britain; 
and all this prior to the preſent reign, in which the 
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The Oppoſition at noux, as well as the Patriots 
ABROAD, have 


- The Duke of Grafton, the Earl of She). 
General Conway, and ſeveral others of * that 
illuſtrious Band,” on whoſe virtues the Americans 
expatiate with i ; 
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ty ignorant. 'They 
afhrm, that they have uniformly endeavoured to pro- 
cure an accommodation with the Mother-country; 
yet they reprobate the Reſolution of the Com 
on the 20th of February, which opened a fair chan- 


nel for agreement. They call the Reſolution * an 


* mericans, and to eſtabliſh a perpet 
© Taxation, where Colony ſhould bid againſt Co- 
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not uſed every artifice to inſtigate the Sa- 
8 war on their Sovereign and Mother- 
country? Almoſt all theſe injuries preceded the 
juſt exertions of this Kingdom to puniſh their Re- 


The Concluſion of the Declaration, though la- 
houred, contains nothing but empty declamation, 
and therefore merits little notice. The fame diſre- 

to truth, or rather the ſame attention to miſre- 
i which diſtinguiſhes the reſt of that 
I edi, > ant trop tr th 
„„ that they are reduced to the alter- 
chuſing an UNcoNDITIONAL ſubmiſ- 
« fon to 222 or ** by force.” The 
Congreſs ſurely forget, or it ſuits THEIR 
over in ſilence, the favourable (perhaps too 
) conditions offered to them, by the Re- 
ſolution of the Commons, in the month of Febr 
hſt. The terms couched in — 1, 4 
obviouſly advantageous to America, that the Oppo- 
fition in Parliament declared them 1ns1D10Us; or, 
in other words, too good to be fincere.” An a- 
micable ſettlement had ceaſed to have been an object 
with rhe ABROAD; and it would have 
ruined the ſchemes of the faction at Hong. The 
FORMER derived their influence, conſequence, and 
power, {rom anarchy and confuſion. THEY could 
exiſt only in a ſtorm. The reſtoration of peace and 
tranquillity muſt have reduced THEM to their ori- 
| ary 9s and as for the LaTTER, ren- 
| by diſappointed ambition, they would 


S 

&« the Congreſs.” To deceive an 
over whoſe minds they had eſtabliſhed a — 
dominion, they boaſt of «their perfect un 
« their great INTERNAL reſources; nd 6s 
« reign aſhſtance is attainable.” As to 
we have no reaſonꝰ to give it implicit credit. Th 
ſhew of unanimity, which now ſubſiſts in Ameria, 
appears, from undoubted information, to be 
feQt of fear, more than any love for the deſpemm 
cauſe of the Rebels. Men of property are, fron 
intereſt, enemies to confuſion; and the i 
foreſeeing the inevitable ifſue of hoſtilities 
the invincible power of a mighty Empire, are nn 
to a conteſt, that, on the fide of the Americans, 
muſt terminate in ruin. But gor are terrifiedia 
to filence by the tyranny of a miſled rabble; 
their STILL VOICE is drowned in the clamours of 
Faction, and tumult of 

The internal reſources of the Americans are ug 
problematical, as their Unanimity in Rebellion, 
Conſiſt theſe mighty reſources in a wretched Paper 
currency“, eſtabliſhed on no oſtenſible fund of 


®* Theſe Parex-Resources have been very liberally @xertad by 
the Coloniſts, in the courſe of the year 1775. Beſides the fus 
voted by the General Congreſs, the Provincial | 


- - T00,000 or 75,000 


2. ess Z A FF EZB FST FIB 


Rhode - iſland 
I have not been able to obtain any authentic intelligence co» 
cerning the fums raiſed in the other Colonies. I may venture, how 
ever, to affirm, that the rebellious Provinces bave raiſed, in tht 
courſe of this year, a ſum equal to the amount of their wholes tuns 
(Piccincial as well as Parliamentary) in szVxx YEARS. 
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. 
credit; and voted by an illegal Aſſembly, whoſe 
authority is , on account of its novelty, and 
tranfitory, as it ariſes from temporary prejudices ? 
Should force, or even folly, ſtamp a domeſtic value 
on the paſte-board dollars of the Congreſs, what fo- 
reign nation will receive them for its manufactures 
and commodities? Are the Americans themſelves 
capable of furniſhing all the great implements ne- 
ceſſary for the proſecution of war? Can they ſup- 
ply their armies with tents, with „with can- 
non, or with muſquets? Is any one of theſe articles 
manufactured in a ſufficient quantity in America? 
And how can they be procured in Europe, with 
the wretched currency of the General Congreſs? 
The Coloniſts, had not reaſon been warped by 
judice in every part of their conduct, might have 
— that their commencing a war deprived 
them inſtantly of the reſources for carrying it on. 
Their whole Coaſt is lined, it is to be boped, at 
this very moment, with our ſhips of war, to put a 
total ſtop to their commerce. They have, there- 
fore, loſt at one ftroke their whole trade in corn 
and rice with Spain, Portugal, and the Mediterra- 
nean; which, at a moderate computation, brought 
annually One Million Five Hundred "Thouſand 
Pounds to North America. They have loſt the 
ſupplying our own Weſt India Iſlands, as well as 
thoſe of other nations, with proviſions; a branch 
of commerce eſtimated little ſhort of a Million an- 
nually. They have loit their Fiſhery, an article 
too great for computation; and they have loſt 
the exportation to Great Britain of commodities, 
which would not have anſwered in any other mar- 
ket, had the Sea remained open to their Naviga- 
tion. 
ver if he Amaiens have little reaſon to de- 
- 


from foreign aid. Will France, in the profes 
of her finances, involve herſelf in a ruinow 
and expenſive war, to gratify the revenge of u ws 
tion in this country, or to favour the ambition 
Dema beyond the Atlantic? Will Spain gin 
her aſhſtance to raiſe an INDEPENDENT Eupas 
in America? Will ſhe encourage her own Amen 
can ſubjects to riſe againſt her authority, by abet 
ring the rebellion of the American ſubjects of Gen 
Britain? Can either Branch of the Houſe of Bous 
bon be ſo blind to its own intereſt, as to wiſh to ſee 
a Sovereign State erected ſo near its ſettlemenm 
which, from their proximity, their produce, and 
their wealth, muſt, in ſuch a caſe, become object 
of invaſion, depredation, and conqueſt? What bus 
either France or Spain to fear from Tas Kine. 
bon, whoſe intereſt conſiſts ſolely in preſerving 
e Date EG 
every thing to fear, a new eignty fant 
up in America, in which a want of reſources would, 
in ſome degree, juſtify the providing itſelf at the er 
pence of wealthy neighbours ? . 
Having endeavoured to terrify Great Britain with 
their domeſtic reſources and foreign aids; the Con» 
greſs thinking, perhaps, they had gone too far, cow 
clude with afſurances, that they have not rar 
« determined to diſſolve their union with the Mo» 
t ther But that uno, it appears from 
the ſequel, muſt not be conſtrued into $UB30nDE 
NATION, on the part of the Americans. The genen 
ſupremacy of the Legiſlature, which by pervading 
the whole Britiſh Empire, renders it ons 8. 


] | 
pus us cats io they have ftill leh 1 
date 


proportions as may fuit the inclinations of the C- 
greſs. They have taken up arms,” as they opety 


muſt not, it ſeems, croſs the Atlantic, but in fuck | 
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— « 2gainſt that Supremacy;” and run 


vill not lay them down till hoſtilities ſhall ceaſe 
« on the part of Great Britain.” This is the Ulti- 
matum offered by the Congreſs: Withdraw your 
armies, recal your fleets, and you may have peace 
from the Americans; for, as they fight not for 
« conqueit,” they do not YET mean to transfer ho- 
ſtilities into the heart of theſe kingdoms! 

The haughty Monarch, who dreamt of univerſal 
monarchy in the laſt century, could ſcarcely have 
exprefſed himſelf in more infolent terms to the pet- 
ty Princes ſurrounding bis dominions, than the 
Congreſs have done to the powerful Empire towhich 
they owe the allegiance of ſubjects. Some allow- 
ance ought to be made for THEIR ignorance, and a 
great deal for the petulence of men new to conſe- 
quence and authority; but, even in that caſe, the 
inſolence of the Declaration is calculated w ;aife in- 
dignation, as well as contempt. The Congreſs, 
however, are only the echoes of a deſperate Faction 
in this Kingdom, who have uniformly, in their pu- 
blic exhibitions, the ſtrength, power, and 
authority of Great Britain, to exalt America on the 
ruins With an effrontery without example in any 
other age or nation, THESE MEN affume the name 
of Patriots, yet lay the honour, dignity, and 
tion of their Country under the feet of her li- 
ous ſubjects. With a peculiar refinement on Parri- 
cide, they bind the hands of the Moran, while 
they plant a dagger in thoſe of the DUS r RR, to 
ſtab her to the heart; and, to finiſh the horrid pic- 
ture, they ſmile at the miſchief they have done, and 
look round to the ſpectators for applauſe. 

It appears, upon the whole, that the Declaration, 
ought to contain all the argument in fa- 
vout of the Americans, contains, in fat, nothing 


C8. 3 
þ —-- br pony er The 
of taxing all the ſubjects of the Empire, fre 
neral ſu . r 
which the firſt principles of the — 2 hae 
veſted in the Bottich Legiſlature. This Supremacy 
has been exerted by Parliament, and  _— — 
the Americans, ever ſince their anceſt 

now deny ey ity bythe 

become rebel 


from theſe kingdoms. If t 
us rd rd + oy 
But granting, for the ſake of ED that Taz. 
tion 1s no part of the ſu premacy of Pclamen, 
very conduct of the Americans not 
but even renders it abſolutely neceſſary, t 1 
cedent ſhould be made. They own, * tht e 
<« ternal reſources are The inability of con 
tributing to the — of a State, from whom 
they have derived their origin, their ſupport, their 
protection, and their proſperity, is no longer a pre 
tence; and if they will give no revenue as f 
owe a debt as allies. affect to maintain 
armies by land. They threaten to ſend fleets to ſea. 
Lr that their reſources are capable of 
ſupporting a rebellion againſt the Mother 
et they juſtify that rebellion by the demand made 
the Mother-country, for their bearing a part of 
their own FUTURE EXPENCES. 
That the FORMER expences of America have 


drawn from Great Britain an incredible treaſure, 


may be ſeen from the following authentic eftimgte. 
We ſhall begin this eſtimate with the acceſſion d 
the Houſe ws Hanover to the Throne of theſe King 


doms. 
From the year 1714 to the year 1775, ©. - a 
the money voted by Parliament, for the 
forces employed in defence of the Co- . 
: = =- - 8,779,945 3un 
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Brought over $8,779,925 3 11 1h 
Grants in Parliament, for rewards, encou- 
ragement, and indemnification to the 


Americans, during the laſt war 1,081,771 1t 9g 1-h 
Bounties on American commodities to the 
end of 1774 2,609,345 3 91K 


3,835,900 7 41h 


equal to the expences of the forces $,779,925 3 111h 
Expences of fleets and naval ſtations em- 

ployed and eſtabliſhed in America for | 

its defence may be eſtimated at 10,000,000 OO oO 
Annual preſents to the American Indians 

for abſtaining from hoſtilities againſt the 

Colonies, and for the ceſſion of lands, 610,000 o 00 


34.697, 142 10 10 1-h 
To this amazing ſum might be eb by impli- 
cation, the other expences of the two Wars. 
The former of thoſe wars was undertaken for the 
protection of the American Commerce, or rather 
American ſmuggling, to the Spaniſh Colonies. We 
entered into the latter for the defence of the Colo- 
niſts; we carried it on for their ſecurity; and ter- 
minated it for their he advantage. The two laſt 
Wars have coſt this Country, at a moderate compu- 
tation, one hundred and fifty millions. To this extra- 
ordinary waſte of treaſure, what have the Colonies 
to oppoſe to balance the account? Ir is a languid 
Commerce, which ſcarcely makes its returns once 
in three years? | 
We have heard much (indeed, a great deal too 
much) of this Commerce from factious men on 
both ſides of the Atlantic. This is the mighty en- 
gine which they wield over the heads of the igno- 


an equal number of hands. Political impoſtors 
not fail to advance magnificent fictions on this bead 
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and the ignorant cannot ceaſe to give them credit. 

On a ſubject where proofs are ſo difficult to be C 
tained, one may hazard a conjecture. The money 3 thi 
expended by this Nation upon America, for the grow | lat 
teftion of HER inhabitants and the 
of HER commerce, would have been more that the 
ſufficient to purchaſe aLL the Manufactures 9 | To 
exported from Great Britain to the Colonies now F cv 
in rebellion. I mean not to include, in this conjees T 
rural eſtimate, any ſums expended by us in 9 F pw 


L 81 1 * 
ther part of the world during the two laſt (truly A- 
merican) Wars. 

The Americans, with a degree of folly ſcarce ex- 
cuſeable in the moſt conſummate ignorance, claim a 
merit with Great Britain, for the Revenue ariſing 
from im laid ſome of their commodities, 
in this Ki chief of theſe are Rice and 
Tobacco. Revenue ariſing from Rice is fo in- 
fgnificant, that it ſcarce deſerves to be mentioned. 
It never amounted, at the higheſt computation, to 
ten thouſand i * 


per 
of China? The Revenue from Tea is much more 
conſiderable than that from Rice and Tobacco. A 
Congreſs at Pekin might accuſe us of ingratitude on 
this fubjeft, with as much juſtice as the Aﬀembly 


Taxation, on account of any advantage has ac» 
crued to this country from their commerce: But 
Tazation has now ceaſed to be any part of the di- 
2 — w@e——_———<__ 
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cquntry. The Americans offer no longer the 
—_ 7s But why ſhould } peak a 
ience is Congreſs, whoſe Declarationk 
the ſubjett of this diſgutktion, bave paſſed a fin 
of Independence*. They have long aQted as rebels 
they now affect to contend as enemies. There 
bertors in this Kingdom are no ſtrangers to this os 
cumſtance; yet they dignify avowed rebellion with 
the title of 4 GLORIOUS STRUGGLE pou 
% FREEDOM.” | | 1 
Such is the conduct of the Americans, to which 
that of Great Britain has all along formed a ſinking 
contraſt. With the i and patience of z 


forth the rod of correction. Her pity, ber kndack, 
and affection, were loſt upon the Americans. They 
advanced rapidly from claim to claim, and canin 
her forbearance into timidity. Each Ad that wy 
repealed furniſhed a ſubject for triumph, and nat 
an object for gratitude. Each conceſſion becameth 


foundation of ſome new demand, till, at length, by 


* When 
Fer Independence 


" 
This was the State of the Vote, on the firſt day. But, aa th 
- ſecond day, Mr. Dickenſon, arTEz xErLECTION ON n 
retracted, and carried off the Pennſylvania Delegates. Th. 
then an equality of voices, the queſtion went off, for the tin 
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J 63 ] 
aſſumĩng all to themſelves by rebellion, they left the 
Mother-country nothing to beſtow. 

In this fituation of affairs, Great Britain muſt 
ue one of two lines of conduct, with regard to 
refraftory Colonies. She muſt either put up 

with the loſs of 4L L her expence, and emanci 
them tor ever, or reduce them to that ftate of de- 
owe to the ſupreme autho- 


** the ac- 
commodation, than the CLains of AMERICA. Io 
permit the Colonies to Gain by one rebellion, is to 
ſow the ſeeds of another. But if the Colomes, as 
communities, are not permitted to gain by theic re- 
tractory conduct, I am far from wiithing that indi- 
viduals ſhould 4% any part of their rights as Britiſh 


he propoſe a 


plan to the Americans, in their pre- 
political frenzy, would be to ſpeak to the winds. 
To make them leſs free than the other ſubjects of 


tor the general protection. The Legiſlature 

is Kingdom cannot poſſibly relinquiih any 

part of its ſupremacy over the Colonies; but it is 
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1914 — 39.478 
1715 — 34-742 
1716 — 34837 
1717 — 34,742 
1718 — 40,283 
$7 19 — 37.325 
1720 — 37,423 
3721 — 40 396 
1722 — 40.396 
1723 — 40 396 
1724 — 40 502 
1725 — 40,396 
1726 — 40,396 
1727 — 49:396 
1728 — 40,502 
1729 — 40 390 
1730 — 40,396 
173: — 40,396 
1732 — 40.502 
733 — 49.396 
1734 — 41,041 
1735 — 62.754 
1736 — $52,895 
1737 — $2754 
1738 — 63,026 
1742 — 73-469 
1741 — 72.923 
1742 — 74.027 
1743 — 73.827 
1744 — 81.395 


1. 


* GOA OO SICECYIODOYS 


= ww _ — 
98e 


L 65 ] 
An ACCOUNT of MONEY vers for the 
in the Defence of AME- 
RICA fince the ACCESSION of the FAM. 
LY of HANOVER, diſtinguiſhing each Yea. 


d. 
o 


1,487,340 


1 | £wwwe 2522 00 Ud 4 00nd I ut GO waves 


4. 
1945 — 97-7 
1746 — 97 ogs 
1747 — 97.038 
1725 — 277 


1749 — 63 002 
1750 — 8,069 


1753 — 81,059 
1754 — 83 059 
1751 — 81,059 


1757 — 249 854 
17 $8 — 449:594 
V75y — 445-013 
1760 — 482 797 
1761 — 583.892 
1762 — 615 845 
17 63 — 310,317 
1764 — 252-093 
1765 — 268.054 
1766 — 268.565 
1767 * 27.668 
1768 — 276,666 
176y — 269 615 
1770 — 259 662 
1771 — 259,909 
1772 — 263.660 
1773 — 209, 196 
1774 — 247»324 
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1956 — 142.813 1 


1775 — 247,506 55 
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Bounty on Indico from 1749 to 1773 paid 


by Great Britain, 


Pipe, or 
Total of money laid out by Great Bri- 
tain en the revolted Provinces, fince 
the acceſſion of the houſe of Hanover C. 34,697,143 10 1014 
ACTS eftabliſbing the SUPREMACY of PARLIAMENT ow 
AMERICA. 
1. By 12 Ch. II. ch. t8. anno 1660. Tobacco not to be u. 
ported from America, except to England, or Plantations belonging 


7 


2. 


2 
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an three-fourths of the men are Engliſh. 
ſent to the Plantations, by the xoth ſeftion of faid Aft. 

By 23 and 23 Ch. II. Plantation goods not to be carried to lre- 
nd. and penalties inflici-d for unloading them, otherwiſe than in 
Tag and. 

„c Ch. II. The exportation of Plantation commodities 
t. ber reſtrained. 

2. by 13 and 14 Ch. II. ſec. 12. Same reſtraints extend to Mo- 

_ Rice. 
; and $ Win. III. fec. 16. An Ad for preventing Frauds, 
* 8 ating the Plantation trade Section 15 prohibits 
body claiming lands by Charter or Letters-patent on the Cones 
nent of Ane ca, from ſelling their property ta any perſon, other- 

viſe than natural-horn ſubjefts of England, Ireland, Wales, and 
Town of Rerwick upon TI'weed, without the conſent of his Majeſty, 
heirs, and ſucceſſors. 

By 7 and 8 Wm. III. ſec. 6. Officers of Cuſtoms to have the 
fame power in America as in England.-—Sec 9 direfts that all By- 
hes and Cuſtoms in America contrary to ſaid Act, or any other 
Act to be made in England, ſhall be void. 

$ Geo. I. ch. 15. ſec. 24. Furs required to be brought from the 
Plantations to Great Britain. 

5 G. UH. ch. 7. Lands in the Plantations made liable to the pay- 
ment of Debts. 


5 G. U. ch. 22. Hats not to be exported from one Plantation 


13 Geo. II. ch. 7. Naturalizing all Foreigners, even Jews, whe- 
frall refide ſeven years in the Colonies. 


ACTS complained of by the AMERICANS. 


In Mr. Gzznvitte's Adminiſtration. 
4 G. Ui. ch. 34. Paper Bills in the Plantations declared void, 


UNDER the Adminiſtration of Lord Rocxinenan and the Duke 
of GnarToN. 


6 Geo. III. c. 2. The declaratory Act of the Supremacy of 
Great Britain. 


7 G. Nt. ch. t. Cuſtoms and Duties in the Britiſh Colonies pur. 
Cmmiliences 
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DECLARATION 
BY THE 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


OF THE 


UNITED COLONIES ox NORTH AMERICA, 
NOW MET IN 


GENERAL CONGRESS AT PHILADELPHIA, 


SETTING FORTH 
Taz CAUSES and NECESSITY or rum TAKING ur ARMS, 


it was poſſible for men who exerciſe their reaſon to belicre, 
that the Divine Author of our exiſtence intended a part of the 
'-haman race to hold an abtolute property in, and an unbounded pow- 
er over others, marked out by his infinite goodneſs and wiſdom as 
the objects of a legal domination, never rightfully reſiſtible, how- 
ever ſevere and oppreſſive; the inhabitants of thefe Colonies might 
at leaſt require from the Parliament of Great Britaiu ſome evi- 
dence, that this dreadful authority over them has been granted to 
that badly. But a reverence for our great Creator, principles of 
humanity, and the dictates of common ſenſe, muſt convince all 
| thoſe who reflect upon the ſubject. that Government was inſtituted 
to promote the welfare of mankiad, and ought to be adminiſtered 
for the attainment of that end. The | cgiflature of Great Britain, 
however, ſtimulated by an inordinate paſſion for a power not only 
unjuſtifiable, but which they know to be peculiarly reprobated by 
the very conſtitution of that Kingdom, and defperate of ſucceſs in 
any mode of conteſt, where regard ſhould be had to truth. law, or 
right, have at length, deſerting thoſe, attempted to eſſect their 
cruel and impolitic purpoſe of enſlaving theſe Colonies by violence, 
and have thereby rendered it neceſſary tor us to cloſe with their laſt 
appeal from reaton to arms. Vet, however blinded that Aſſem- 
bly may be, by their intemperate rage for unlimited domination, 
& to ſlight juſtice, * of mankind, we eſteem our- 
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ſelves bound by obligations of reſpect to the reſt of the world, ts 
make known the juitice of our cauſe. 

Our forefathers, inhabitants of the iſland of Great Britain, left 
their native land, to feck on theſe ſhores a reſidence for civil 
religious freedom. At the expence of their blood, at the hazard 
of their fortunes, without the leaſt charge to the country from 
which they removed, by unccaſing labour, and an unconq 
ſoirit, they eſſected ſettlements in the diſtant and inhoſpitable 
wilds of America, then filled with numerous and warlike nations 
of barbarians. Societies or governments, veſted with perſect le. 
giſlatures, were formed under Charters from the Crown, and an 
harmonious intercourſe was eſtablithed between the Colonies and 
the kingdom from which they derived their origin The mutual 
benefits of this union became in a ſhort time ſo extraordinary, ag 
to excite aftonithment. It is univerſally confeſſed, that the amaz. 
ing increaſe of the wealth, ſtrength, and navigation of the realm 
aroſe from this ſource; and the Miniſter who fo wiſely and fuccefs. 
fully direcled the meatures of Great Britain in the late war, pu- 
blicly declared, that theſe Colonies. enabled her to triumph over 
her encmics.—-Towards the concluſion of that war it pleaſed our 
Sovereign to make a change in his Councils. From that fatal mo- 
ment the affairs of the Britith Empire began to fall into confuſion, 
and gradually ſliding from the ſummit of glorious proſperity, to 
which they had been advanced by the virtues and abilities of one 
man, are at length diſtracted by the couvultions that now ſhake it 
to its deepeſt foundation. The new Miniſtry finding the brave 
focs of Britain, though frequently defeated, yet ſtill contending, 
took up the unfortunate idea of granting them a haſty peace, and 
of then tubdluing her faithful friends. 

Thoſe devoted Colonies were judged to be in ſuch a ſtate, as ts 
preſent victo ies without bloodſhed, and all the caty emo'uments of 
ſtatut cable plunder. The uninterrupted tenor of their peaceable 
and retpectful behaviour from the beginning of Colonization, their 
dutifu!, zcalous, an4 uieful ſervices during the war, though re» 


e:ntly and amply acknowledged in the moſt honourable manner by 


his Majefty, by the late King, and by Parliament, could not fave 
them from the meditratcd innovations. Parliament was influenced 


to adopt the pernicious nrojeft, and aſſuming a new power over 


them, have, in the courſe of cleven years, given ſuch deciſive ſpe» 


cimens of the ſpirit and conſequences attending this power, as to 


leave no doubt concerning the effects of acquieſcence under it. 
They bave undertaken to give and grant our money without our 
conſent, though we have ever exerciſed an excluſive right to dif 
poſe of our own property. Statutes have been paſſed for extending 
the juriſdiction of Courts of Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty be- 
yond their antient limits, for depriving us of the accuſtomed and 
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:neſtimable privilege of trial by Jury in caſes aſſecting both life aa 
property; for ſuſpending the legiſlature of one of the Colonies; 
for interdicting all commerce of another; and for a'tering funda- 
mentally the form of government, eſtabliſhed by charter, and ie- 
cured by Acts of its own Legillature fol:mnly confirmed by the 
crown; for exempting the Murderers“ of Coloniſts * legal 
trial, and, in etſect, from puniſhwent; for erecting in a fleigh- 
douring Province, acquired by the joint arms of Great Britain and 
America, a detpotiſm dangerous to our very exiftence; and for 
quertering ſoldiers upon the Coloniſls in time of protound peace. 
It has alto been refolved in Parkament, that Colonitts charged 
with committing certain offences, thall be tranſported to England 

be tricd. ' 

wo why ſhould we — our injuries in detail? By one 
Statute it is declared, that Parliament can of right make laws to 
« hind us in all caſes whatſoever.” What is to defend us againſt fo 
enormous, fo unlimited a power? Not a fingle man of thoſe who 
aſſume it. is choſen by us, or is ſubje& to our controul or influence; 
but, on the contrary, they are all of them exempt from the opera- 
tion of ſuch laws; and an American revenue, if not diverted from the 
eltenſible purpoſes for which it is raiſed, would actually lighten their 
own burdens in proportion as they increaſe ours. We ſaw the mi- 
ſery to which ſuch deſpotiim would reduce us. We for ten years 
inceffantly and ineſſectually beficged the Throne as tupplicants; we 
reaſoned, we remonſtrated with Parliament in the moſt mild and 
decent language. But Adminiſtration, ſenſible that we thould regard 
theſe oppreſſive meaſures as freemen ought to do, fent over fleets 
and armies to enforce them. The indignation of the Americans 
was rouſed, it is true, but it was the indignation of a virtuovs, loy- 
al, and affeftionate people. A Congreſs of Delegates from the U- 
nited Colonies was aſſembled at Philadelphia, on the fifth day of 
laſt September. We reſolved again to offer an humble and dutiful 
petition to the King, and alio addre ſſed our fellow-fubjects of Great 
Britain. We have purſucd every temperate, every reſpectful mea- 
fure; we have even proceeded to break off uur commercial intercourte 
with our fellou- ſubjects, as the laſt peacenble admonition, that our 
attachment to no nation upon earth ſhould tupplant our attachment 
to liberty, This we flattercd ourſelves was the ultimate ſtep of the 
controverſy; but the fubſequent events have ſhown, how vain is 
this hope of finding moderation in our enemics. 

Several threatening expreſſions againſt the Colonies were inſerted 
in his Majeſty's Specch. Our Petition, though we were told it was 
a decent one, that his Majeſty had been plcaſed to receive it gra- 
cioully, and to promite laying it before his Parliament, was huddled 
into both Houſes amongſt a bundle of American papers, and there 
neglefed. The Lords and Commons in their Addreſs, in the monthof 

12 
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February, faid, That a Rebellion at that time actually exiſted with. 
in the Province of Maſſachuſets-Bay; and that thoſe concerned init 
had been countenanced and encouraged by unlawful combinations 
and engagements, entered into by his Majeſty's ſubjects in ſeveral of 
the other Colonies; and therefore they beſought his Majeſty, that 
he would take the moſt etfeftual meaſures to entorce due 
to the laws and authority of the Supreme Legiſtature.” Soon after 
the commercial intercourſe of whole Colonics, with foreign coun. 
tries, and with each other, was cut off by an Act of Parli 
by another, ſeveral of them were entircly prohibited from the fiſh. 
eries in the ſeas near their coaſts, on which they always depended 
for their ſuſtenance; and large reinforcements of ſhips and troogs 
were immediately ſent over to General Gage. 

Fruit leſs were all the entreaties, arguments and eloquence of an 
Uluſtrious band of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Peers and Commonem 
who nobly and ftrenuouſly afferted the juſtice of our cauſe, to ſtay 
or even to mitigate the heedleſs fury with which theſe accumulated 
and uncxampled outrages were hurried on. Equally fruitleſs was 
the interference of the City of London, of Briſtol, and many other 
reſpectable towns, in our favous, Parliament adopted an infidiou 
manoeuvre, calculated to divide us, to eitabliſſi a perpetual auction 
of taxations, where Colony ſhould bid againſt Colony, all of them 

informed what ranſom ſhould redeem their lives, and thus to 
extort from us, at the point of the bayonet, the unknown ſums 


Soon after the intelligence of theſe proceedings arrived on this 
Continent, General Gage, who in the courſe of the laſt year had 
taken poſſeſſion of the town of Boſton, in the province of Maſh- 
chuſcts-Bay, and till occupied it as a garriſon, on the nineteenth 
day of April ſent out from that place a large detachment of his 
army, who made an unprovoked aſſault on the inhabitants of 
the faid province, at the town of Lexington, as appears by the 
afhdavits of a great number of perſons, ſome of whom were officers 
and foldiers of that detachment, murdered eight of the inhabitants, 
and wounded many others. From thence the troops proceeded in 
warlike array to the town of Concord, where they ſet upon another 


| 
fro 
fric 
ha 
* 
pr 
in 
of 
or 
E 
Al 
Cc 
d 
{ 
1 
4 


<4. ee. aw. ad. Mae a. 


F WY WY VU WU UTUU UWUUTSACSYS SEFI Irre 


CW 


Boſton being confined within that town by the General their Go- 
vernor,, and having, in order to procure their diſmiſſion, entered 
into a treaty with him, it was ſtipulated that the faid inbabitants, 
having depoſited their arms with their own magiſtrates, ſhould, 
have liberty to depart, taking with them their other effects. 
accordingly delivered up their arms; but, in open violation of ho- 
nour, in defiance of the obligation of treaties, which even favage 
nations citeem facred, the Governor ordered the arms depoſited as 
aforeſaid, that they might be preſerved for their owners, to be ſeized 
by a body of ſoldiers; detained the greateſt part of the inhabitants 
in the town, and compelled the few who were permitted to retire, 
to leave their moſt valuable eſſects behind. 

By this perfidy wives are ſeparated from their huſbands, children 
from th-ir parents, the aged and fick from their relations and 
friends, who with to attend and comfort them; and thoſe who 
have been uſed to live in plenty, and even clegance, are reduced to 
deplorable diſtreſs. ; 

The General, further emulating his Miniſterial maſters, by a 

ion bearing date on the twelfth day of June, after vent- 
' zun the 


troops 
countrymen, have wantonly burnt Charles Town, beſides a conſi- 
derable number of houſes in other places; our ſhips and veſſels are 
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Our cauſe is juſt: our union is perſect: our internal reſourem um 
great, and if neceſſary, foreign aſſiſtance is undoubtedly attainable, 
We gratefully acknowledge, as ſignal inſtances of Divine favour to- 
—wards us, that his Providence would not permit us to be called into 
this ſevere controveriy, until we were grown up to our preſen 
ſtrength, had been previoully exerciſed in warlike operations, ang 
poſſeſſed of the means of defending ourſelves. With hearts fortified 
with theſe animating reflections, we molt tolemnly before God and 
the world declare, that, exerting the utmoſt energy of thoſe powers 
which our beneficent Creator hath graciouſly beſtowed upon ug, 
the arms we have been compelled by our enemies to aſſume, we 
will, in defiance of every hazard, w:th unabating firmneſs and per. 
ſeverance, employ for the preſervation of our libertics, being with 
one mind reſolved to die freemen rather than to live ſlaves. 

Leſt this Declaration ſhould diſquiet the minds of our friends 
and fellow - ſubjects in any part of the empire, we aſſure them, that 
we mean not to diſſolve that union which has fo long and i hap» 
pily ſubſiſted between us, and which we ſiucerely wiſh to ſee reſtored. 
Neceſſity has not yet driven us into that deſperate meature, or indu» 
ced us to excitc any other nation to war againſt them. We have not 
raiſed armies with ambitious deſigns of ſeparating from Great Bi» 
tain, and eſtabliſhing independent ſtates. We fight not for glory or 
for conqueſt. We exhibit to mankind the remarkable ſpectacle of 
a people attacked by unprovoked enemies, without any imputation, 
or even ſuſpicion of offence. They boaſt of their privileges, and ei- 
vilization, and yet proffer no milder conditions than ſervitude or 
death. 

la our own native land, in defence of the freedom that is our birth 
right, and which we ever enjoyed till the late violation of it; for 
the protection of our property, acquired ſolely by the honeſt indui- 
try of our forefathers and ourſelves, againfl violence actually offered, 
we have taken up arms We hall lay them down when hoſtilities 
ſhall ceaſe on the part of the aggreſſors, and all danger of their be- 
ing renewed ſhall be remover, and not before. . 

With an humble confidence n the mercies of the Supreme and 
impartial Judge and Ruler of the Univerſe, we molt devoutly in- 
plore his divine goodneſs to conduct us nappily through this great 
conflift, to diſpoſe our adverſaries to reconciliation on reaſonable 
terms, and thereby to relieve the Empire from the calamities of 
civil ar. 

By Order of Coxcaess, . 

JOHN HANCOCK, Parat. 


CHARLES THOMPSON, SzcazrTanr. 
Philadelphia, July 6, 1775. 
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Since the firſt Publication of the preceding Pam- 
phlet, the following Articles came to the hands 
of the Author. If any additional Proof was ne- 
cefſary to eftabliſh the juſtneſs of his obſervations 
on the REAL DESIGNS of the Americans, he 
apprehends it is furniſhed by this Paper. The 
Reader is requeſted to compare the concluding 
Article, with the late ſpeeches of a certain I]. 
luſtrious Band,” in both Houſes of Parliament. 


ARTICLES of ConreperaTION and praretruvat Union, 
entered into by the DzLEGATEs of the ſeveral Colonies of New 
Hamysuint, Massacnostrs, &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. 
&c. &c. &c. in general Congreſs met at PuIIADZTAIA, May 
ioth, 1775. | 


ARTICLE L 
E name of this Confederacy ſhall henceforth be The United 
Colonies of North America. 


11. The United Colonies hereby ſeverally enter into a firm League 
of Friendſhip with each other, binding on themſelves and their poſ- 
terity, for their common defence againſt their enemies, for the ſe- 
curity of their libertics and properties, the ſafety of their perſons 
and familics, and their mutual and gencral welfare. 


NI. That each Colony ſhall enjoy and retain as much as it may 
think fit of its own preſent laws, cuſtoms, rights, privileges, and 
peculiar juriſdictions, within its own limits; and may amend its 
own conſtitution, as ſhall ſeem beſt to its own Aſſembly or Con- 
vention. 


IV. That for the more convenient management of general in- 
tereſts, Delegates ſhall be elected annually in each Colony, to meet 
in General Congreſs. at fuch time and place as ſhall be agreed on 
in the next preceding Congreſs. Only where particular circum- 
ſtances do not make a deviation neceſſary, it is underſtood to be a 
rule, That each ſucceeding Congreſs is to be held in 2 different Co- 
lony, till the whole number be gone through, and fo in perpetual 
rotation; and that accordingly, the next Congreſs after the pre- 
ſent ſhall be held at Annapolis, in Maryland. 


i 


L 


VI. All charges of wars, and all ether general expences wha iy 
curred for the comman welfare, ſhall be defrayed out of a commen 


treaſury, which is to be ſupplied by each Colony, in proportion do 
taxes 


its number of male polls between 16 and 60 years of age: 
for paying that proportion are to be laid and levied by the lawns of 
each Colony. 


VII. The number of Delegates to be defied, and ſent to the 
r ——— 


their reſpective Colonies, which is to be taken for the pur- 
above-mentioned. 


IX. An Executive Council ſhall be appointed by the Congreſs out 
of their own body, conſiſting of 82 perions, of whom, in the frft 
appointment, one-third, viz. four, ſhall be for one year, four for 
two years, and four for three years; and as the faid terms expire, 
the vacancies ſhall be filled up by appointments for three years 
whereby one-third of the Members will be changed annually; and 
each 
ſellor 


perſon, who has ſerved the fame term of three ye ts as Co 


ſhall have a reſpite of three years, before he can be elected + 
gain. This Council, of whom two-thirds ſhall be a quorum, in the 
receſs of the Congreſs, is to execute what ſhall have been enjoinel 

to manage the General Continental buſineſs and interesa 
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certained and ſecured to them in the ſame manner; and ap- 
i iſtricts, who take care 
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may, upon 
into the 
mudas, 
titled 
commerce. 
Theſe Articles ſhall be propoſed to the ſeveral Provincial Conven- 
tions or Afemblies, to be by them conſidered; and, if approved, 
they are adviſed to empower their Delegates to agree and ratify the 


ſame in the cnſuing Congreſs; after which the union thereby eſta- 
dliſhed is to continue firm, till the terms of reconciliation propoſed 
in the Petition of the laſt Congreſs to the King are agreed to; till 
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